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AN UNDISCOVERED SHAKESPEARE 
A SPONTANEOUS THEATRE CREATION BY REBECCA NORTHAN,  
WITH BRUCE HORAK AND KEVIN KRUCHKYWICH 
DIRECTED BY REBECCA NORTHAN

GRADE RECOMMENDATION
Grades 8 and up.

CONTENT ADVISORY
May deal with mature themes and contain sexual innuendo.

STUDENT MATINÉE DATES
June 30; September 2.
All matinee performances start at 1:30 p.m.

FUN FACT!
Rebecca Northan is a Canadian actor, improviser, theatre director 
and creative artist. You may already know her from her role as Diane 
Macleod on the television sitcom Alice, I Think.

ABOUT THE SHOW
The new Tom Patterson Theatre includes a second performance 
space, Lazaridis Hall, which will be home to the 2020 production 
of An Undiscovered Shakespeare, a spontaneous theatre creation 
developed and directed by Rebecca Northan.

“If you think improv is hard, try doing it in iambic pentameter!” says 
Artistic Director Antoni Cimolino, describing the key premise of this 
new piece, workshopped in the Festival’s Laboratory. “Rebecca has 
a winning idea with this show and without fail creates a fabulous 
experience every performance.”

Northan builds a hilarious performance around one audience 
member’s love story and with a team of talented improvisers 
structures a mini Shakespearean five-act retelling of that love story, 
all in the poetic rhythm used by the Bard himself. “If the experience 
of watching a play being created before your very eyes isn’t enough,” 
says Mr. Cimolino, “the laughs, the tears and the sheer theatrical 
virtuosity of this talented group of theatre makers will astound you.”

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS 
GLOBAL COMPETENCIES: 
• Creativity
• Learning to Learn/Self-Awareness
• Communication 
• Collaboration 

• Critical Thinking

GRADES 7–12: 
• Language (Oral Communication, Reading, Writing, Media Literacy).

• Health and Physical Education (Understanding Healthy Concepts, 
Making Healthy Choices, Making Connections for Healthy Living).

• The Arts (Dance, Drama, Music, Visual Art, Media Arts and 
Multimedia Technology).

GRADES 11–12: 
• Social Sciences and Humanities (Dynamics of Human Relationships, 

Gender Studies, Human Development Throughout the Lifespan, 
Introduction to Anthropology, Psychology and Sociology).

GRADE 12: 
• Canadian and World Studies (World History since the 15th Century).

STRATFORD SHORTS
A Quick Reference Guide for Teachers



EDUCATION ENRICHMENT
Workshops and post-show chats may be arranged by calling the 
Education Department at 519.271.4040, ext. 2354.

Festival Theatre, Costume and Props Warehouse, Archives and Set 
Changeover tours may be arranged by calling the Box Office at 
1.800.567.1600.

THEMES
• Love, courtship and marriage

• Family

• Honour

• Power and gender

• Perception and reality

• Language and communication

CLASSROOM ACTIVITY: STAND UP IF YOU AGREE!
1/2 class period (approx. 30 minutes)

OBJECTIVE: This activity provides an opportunity for students to 
develop and explain where they “stand” in relation to the decisions 
Shakespeare’s romantic couples must often face.

INSTRUCTIONS: Teachers will read statements listed below and have 
the students stand if the statement is true for them.

RESOURCES: Questions posed by the teacher.

1. Let students know that you will be reading a series of statements 
that may connect thematically to An Undiscovered Shakespeare, a 
spontaneous theatre creation of a Shakespearean love story.

2. Ask students to stand up if they agree with the statement or stay 
seated if they disagree. Stand up if…

a. You’ve ever been in a fight.

b. You’ve been in trouble at school.

c. You believe in love at first sight.

d. You’ve ever had to say goodbye to someone you were very close to.

e. It’s impossible to be honest with everyone.

f. Older people don’t always understand young people.

g. It’s better to be angry than to bottle it up.

h. Forgiveness is stronger than revenge.

i. Parents should have a say in who their children choose to marry.

3. Debrief with the class and ask the following questions:

a. What did you notice about the responses to the questions?

b. What questions had the students stand up the most? What 
questions did they stand up for the least?

c. Almost everyone knows the story of Romeo and Juliet, even if 
they haven’t read it. What makes this story timeless and enduring?

d. What other great love stories are out there in film, television, 
videos, novels, etc. that have made an impression on you? Why?

POSSIBLE ESSAY QUESTIONS, REFLECTIONS OR CLASS DISCUSSION

What do you expect to see on stage at An Undiscovered Shakespeare?

Have each student make a list of predictions about what they expect. 
Save these predictions.

After your Stratford trip, revisit them to see how they compared to the 
actual production.

Support for the creation of An Undiscovered Shakespeare 
was generously provided by The Foerster Bernstein New Play 
Development Program in collaboration with the Grand Theatre, 
London, Ontario. An Undiscovered Shakespeare was developed in the 
Festival Laboratory, generously supported by the Dalio Foundation 
and an anonymous donor.

Tools for Teachers sponsored by

The Tools for Teachers program includes 
Prologues, Study Guides and Stratford Shorts 

CONNECT WITH US 
THROUGH SOCIAL 
MEDIA:

BOOKING INFORMATION
Online: www.stratfordfestival.ca/schools

Email: groups@stratfordfestival.ca

Phone: 1.800.567.1600 or 519.273.1600

Mail: 
Stratford Festival 
Attn: Groups and Schools 
P.O. Box 520 
Stratford, ON N5A 6V2

THEATRE ETIQUETTE AND THE ROLE OF THE AUDIENCE 
Live theatre is a magical experience shared and respected  
by all: both by audience members and performers. The actors 
feed off your energy and your response to their work on stage.

Here are a few things to help everyone maximize their 
enjoyment of the performance:

• If you leave the auditorium, you will be re-seated at an 
appropriate time during the performance.

• Please turn off all cell phones and other electronic devices 
during the performance.

• Please refrain from talking or eating during the performance.

• Please do respond to the performance through laughter, 
tears or captivated smiles.

Here’s some more information on theatre etiquette. 




