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RETHE MISER
THE MISER  
BY MOLIÈRE 
IN A NEW VERSION BY RANJIT BOLT 
DIRECTED BY ANTONI CIMOLINO

GRADE RECOMMENDATION
Grades 8 and up.

CONTENT ADVISORY
Explores mature themes. Contains coarse language and sexual innuendo.

STUDENT MATINÉE DATES
September 2 & 24.

FUN FACT!
Did you know that multi-award-winning actor Colm Feore, who plays 
Harper in this production, is also well known in the film and television 
industries? You may have seen him as Lord Marshal Zhylaw in  
The Chronicles of Riddick, as Laufey in Thor, as Donald Menken in 
The Amazing Spider-Man 2, as Brad Lund in The Good Wife or as Dr. 
Francis Dulmacher in Gotham – just a few of his many screen roles.

SYNOPSIS
Harper, a miserly old widower who keeps his money buried in the 
garden, has two children: a son, Charlie, and a daughter, Eleanor. 
Unknown to their father, both young people are in love: Charlie with 
the beautiful but penniless Marianne, who lives nearby with her invalid 
mother, and Eleanor with Victor, a young man of unknown birth who 
has managed to work his way into Harper’s household by getting 
himself employed as a butler.

Already aware that their father is unlikely to approve of their choices, 
Charlie and Eleanor are thrown into despair when Harper announces 
that he has found a rich old man to be a husband for Eleanor and that 
he himself intends to propose marriage to Marianne – whose sense of 
duty towards her ailing mother will compel her to accept.

To prevent this, Charlie’s less than scrupulous friend, Fletcher, devises 
a plan. He steals the briefcase containing Harper’s fortune, intending 
to hold it to ransom against Harper’s consent to the two young lovers’ 
marriages. This, along with the arrival of the elderly suitor, Sir Arthur 
Edgerton, that Harper has chosen for Eleanor, results in a series of 
astonishing revelations that put all the characters’ relationships in a 
different light.

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS
GLOBAL COMPETENCIES:
• Creativity

• Learning to Learn/Self-Awareness

• Communication

• Collaboration

• Critical Thinking

GRADE 8: 
• The Arts (Dance, Drama, Music, Visual Art, Media Arts and 

Multimedia Technology).

• Health and Physical Education (Understanding Healthy Concepts, 
Making Healthy Choices, Making Connections for Healthy Living).

• Language (Oral Communication, Reading, Writing, Media Literacy).

GRADES 9–12: 

• The Arts (Dance, Drama, Integrated Arts, Media Arts, Music,  
Visual Arts).

• Language (Oral Communication, Reading and Literature Studies, 
Writing, Media Studies).

• Health and Physical Education (Understanding Healthy Concepts, 
Making Healthy Choices, Making Connections for Healthy Living).

GRADES 11–12: 

• Social Sciences and Humanities (Challenge and Change in Society, 
Dynamics of Human Relationships, Equity, Diversity and Social 
Justice, Gender Studies, Human Development throughout the 
Lifespan, Introduction to Anthropology, Psychology and Sociology).

STRATFORD SHORTS
A Quick Reference Guide for Teachers



POSSIBLE ESSAY QUESTIONS, REFLECTIONS OR CLASS DISCUSSION

Write a one-page response to the following questions:

1. What do you feel is the function of satire today?

2. Do you consider applying humour and irony to social or political 
topics an effective way to raise important issues in our society? Why 
or why not?

EDUCATION ENRICHMENT
Private workshops and post-show chats may be arranged by calling 
the Education Department at 519.271.4040, ext. 2354.

Festival Theatre, Costume and Props Warehouse, Archives and Set 
Changeover tours may be arranged by calling the Box Office at 
1.800.567.1600.

THREE KEY FIGURES TO LOOK FOR IN  
THE MISER 

CLASSROOM ACTIVITY: WHAT’S MY SATIRICAL LINE?
2 class periods (approx. 120 minutes)

OBJECTIVE: Students will apply their knowledge of satire and current 
events to create their own satirical scenes.

INSTRUCTIONS: Teachers will discuss with the class the elements of 
satire. Then divide the class into six groups to create satirical scenes 
and then share with the rest of the class.

RESOURCES: Black/white board, paper, pens, pencils, large open 
space in which to move around.

1. Begin by discussing with the students what satire is (the use of 
humour, irony, exaggeration or ridicule to expose and criticize stupidity 
or vice or corruption – e.g., in politics or topical social issues).

2. Ask students to brainstorm where they may have seen or heard 
satire – e.g., cartoons, newspapers, magazines, television, movies, 
social media platforms etc.

3. Then, have the students list on the board at least 10 topical social 
or political issues that they consider important for today.

4. Write each topic on a separate piece of paper and place in a 
container (eg. hat).

5. Divide the class into six groups and have each group pick one of 
the topics from the container.

6. Each group will take some time to plan, develop and rehearse a 
two- to three-minute satirical scene on their topic, employing at least 
some of the following techniques:

a. Exaggeration (a statement or action that represents something 
better than it is)

b. Irony (using language or an event that normally signifies the 
opposite)

c. Parody (imitation of a style or genre through exaggeration for 
comic effect)

d. Sarcasm (sharp, bitter, often ironic language)

e. Humour (the quality of being amusing or comic in speech or action)

f. Juxtaposition (placing words or actions close together in order to 
compare and contrast)

g. Malapropism (unintentional misuse or distortion of a word or phrase)

7. Once the groups have had time to rehearse, have them come 
together and present their scenes to one another.

8. Debrief with the entire class on what they discovered while doing 
this activity.

CHARACTERS Harper Charlie Eleanor

ADJECTIVES Stingy Defiant Rebellious

Production support is generously provided by Sylvia D. Chrominska, 
by Dr. Desta Leavine, by Esther Sarick and by Dr. Robert & Roberta 
Sokol

Tools for Teachers sponsored by

The Tools for Teachers program includes 
Prologues, Study Guides and Stratford Shorts 

CONNECT WITH US 
THROUGH SOCIAL 
MEDIA:

BOOKING INFORMATION
Online: www.stratfordfestival.ca/schools

Email: groups@stratfordfestival.ca

Phone: 1.800.567.1600 or 519.273.1600

Mail: 
Stratford Festival 
Attn: Groups and Schools 
P.O. Box 520 
Stratford, ON N5A 6V2

THEMES 
• Greed and parsimony
• Power and manipulation
• Love and marriage
• Servility and flattery
• Usury 

 

• Freedom and confinement
• Family
• Obsession
• Reputation

THEATRE ETIQUETTE AND THE ROLE OF THE AUDIENCE 
Live theatre is a magical experience shared and respected  
by all: both by audience members and performers. The actors 
feed off your energy and your response to their work on stage.

Here are a few things to help everyone maximize their 
enjoyment of the performance:

• If you leave the auditorium, you will be re-seated at an 
appropriate time during the performance.

• Please turn off all cell phones and other electronic devices 
during the performance.

• Please refrain from talking or eating during the performance.

• Please do respond to the performance through laughter, 
tears or captivated smiles.

Here’s some more information on theatre etiquette. 




