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HERE’S WHAT IT TAKES
HERE’S WHAT IT TAKES  
MUSIC AND LYRICS BY STEVEN PAGE 
BOOK BY DANIEL MacIVOR 
ADDITIONAL MUSIC AND LYRICS BY CRAIG NORTHEY 
DIRECTED AND CHOREOGRAPHED BY DONNA FEORE

GRADE RECOMMENDATION
Grades 9 and up.

CONTENT ADVISORY
Mature content including strong language, drug use, and sexually 
suggestive scenes.

STUDENT MATINÉE DATES
June 19; September 10, 11, 24; October 6, 14, 20.

FUN FACT!
Steven Page was a founding member, lead singer, songwriter and 
guitarist in the Canadian rock band Barenaked Ladies until his 
departure in 2009 to pursue a solo career.

ABOUT THE MUSICAL
The story centres on the journey of fictional rock duo Walker and 
Rhodes, from their start as children’s entertainers through their reign 
as pop stars in the nineties. Walker Earle craves the limelight and 
pursues whatever avenue will lead him to fame and fortune, while 
George Rhodes, an introspective song-writer, fights for the integrity 
of the art form. Walker’s road to stardom soon comes crashing down 
upon him as he descends into drugs, alcohol, a failed marriage, the 
breakup with his best friend, Rhodes, and his own eventual death.  
It’s a roller-coaster ride of creative highs, living-the-life lows and 
hidden heartbreak.

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS

GLOBAL COMPETENCIES:
• Creativity

• Learning to Learn/Self-Awareness

• Communication

• Collaboration

• Critical Thinking

GRADES 9–12: 
• The Arts (Dance, Drama, Music, Integrated Arts, Media Arts,  

Visual Arts).

• Language/English (Oral Communication, Reading and Literature 
Studies, Writing, Media Studies).

• Health and Physical Education (Understanding Healthy Concepts, 
Making Healthy Choices, Making Connections for Healthy Living).

GRADES 11–12: 
• Social Sciences and Humanities (Dynamics of Human Relationships, 

Gender Studies, Human Development Throughout the Lifespan, 
Introduction to Anthropology, Psychology and Sociology).

THEMES
• Love and friendship

• Sexual expression and orientation

• Power and manipulation

• Dreams and aspirations

• Passage of time and memory

• Pursuit of fame at all costs vs. maintaining the integrity of the art form

• Drugs and alcohol

• Art and creativity

• Responsibility and sacrifice

• Regret, lies and loneliness

STRATFORD SHORTS
A Quick Reference Guide for Teachers



THREE KEY FIGURES TO LOOK FOR IN  
HERE’S WHAT IT TAKES

CLASSROOM ACTIVITY: THE PURSUIT OF FAME AND FORTUNE
2–3 class periods (approx. 180 minutes)

OBJECTIVE: This activity provides an opportunity for students to gain 
insights through devised role play on the themes of fame, fortune and 
artistic integrity.

INSTRUCTIONS: Teachers will read statements listed below and have 
the students discuss the issues. Then each student will write their own 
monologue in the voice of an artist.

RESOURCES: Questions posed by the teacher, paper, pens or 
computers (if preferred).

1. Discuss with the class the following:

a. Which celebrity would you like to meet? Why? What qualities do 
they possess that you most admire?

b. Do you think it’s right to become famous no matter the cost?

c. Does being a celebrity automatically bring happiness? Why or 
why not?

d. Do you think famous people have the right to have a private life?

e. Would you like to be famous? Why or why not?

2. Then have each student write a short monologue in the character 
of an artist (e.g., actor, musician, singer, dancer, visual artist etc.). The 
monologue can either be that of an artist seeking fame and fortune 
or of one who is happy just to create art for its own sake.

3. Allow sufficient time for the students to develop and rehearse 
their monologues.

4. Next, have the students present their monologues to the class.

5. Afterwards, debrief with the entire class and discuss what they 
felt were similar themes and what surprised them most after hearing 
the presentations.

POSSIBLE ESSAY QUESTIONS, REFLECTIONS OR CLASS DISCUSSION

After seeing Here’s What It Takes at the Stratford Festival, students 
will write a half- to full-page critical analysis of what fame and 
fortune meant to the two main characters in the musical, and 
whether or not their success contributed to a better understanding 
of themselves in the end.

EDUCATION ENRICHMENT
Workshops and post-show chats may be arranged by calling the 
Education Department at  519.271.4040, ext. 2354.

Festival Theatre, Costume and Props Warehouse, Archives and Set 
Changeover tours may be arranged by calling the Box Office at 
1.800.567.1600. 

CHARACTERS Walker Rhodes Angela

ADJECTIVES Ambitious Sensitive Unsuspecting

Support for the creation of Here's What It Takes was generously 
provided by The Foerster Bernstein New Play Development Program.

Tools for Teachers sponsored by

The Tools for Teachers program includes 
Prologues, Study Guides and Stratford Shorts 

CONNECT WITH US 
THROUGH SOCIAL 
MEDIA:

BOOKING INFORMATION
Online: www.stratfordfestival.ca/schools

Email: groups@stratfordfestival.ca

Phone: 1.800.567.1600 or 519.273.1600

Mail: 
Stratford Festival 
Attn: Groups and Schools 
P.O. Box 520 
Stratford, ON N5A 6V2

THEATRE ETIQUETTE AND THE ROLE OF THE AUDIENCE 
Live theatre is a magical experience shared and respected  
by all: both by audience members and performers. The actors 
feed off your energy and your response to their work on stage.

Here are a few things to help everyone maximize their 
enjoyment of the performance:

• If you leave the auditorium, you will be re-seated at an 
appropriate time during the performance.

• Please turn off all cell phones and other electronic devices 
during the performance.

• Please refrain from talking or eating during the performance.

• Please do respond to the performance through laughter, 
tears or captivated smiles.

Here’s some more information on theatre etiquette. 




