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FRANKENSTEIN REVIVED  
BY MORRIS PANYCH 
BASED ON THE NOVEL BY MARY SHELLEY 
MUSIC BY DAVID COULTER 
DIRECTED BY MORRIS PANYCH

GRADE RECOMMENDATION
Grades 8 and up.

CONTENT ADVISORY
Explores mature themes. Contains some sexual innuendo and the 
depiction of violence.

STUDENT MATINÉE DATES
September 1, 18, 23, 30. October 21.

FUN FACT!
Multi-award-winning playwright Morris Panych is also a pianist  
and composer.

ABOUT THE PLAY
Focusing on Mary Shelley, who at the age of just 18 wrote the most 
celebrated horror story in English literature, this exuberant and 
passion-filled movement piece explores the big question at the heart of 
her work: what does it mean to be human?

“As we struggle with the implications of creating artificial intelligence, 
we cannot help but consider Dr. Frankenstein, to whom Mary Shelley 
granted the power to create intelligent life,” says Artistic Director Antoni 
Cimolino. “From her story, Morris Panych and David Coulter have 
created a beautiful and evocative piece that points to future concerns 
(e.g., artificial intelligence, stem-cell research, etc.) as well as aspirations 
for humanity.”

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS

GLOBAL COMPETENCIES:
• Creativity
• Learning to Learn/Self-Awareness
• Communication
• Collaboration
• Critical Thinking
• Global Citizenship

GRADE 8: 
• The Arts (Dance, Drama, Music, Visual Art, Media Arts and 

Multimedia Technology).

• Health and Physical Education (Understanding Healthy Concepts, 
Making Healthy Choices, Making Connections for Healthy Living).

• Language (Oral Communication, Reading, Writing, Media Literacy).

• Science (Biology, Chemistry, Physics: electricity).

GRADES 9–12: 
• The Arts (Dance, Drama, Music, Integrated Arts, Media Arts,  

Visual Arts).

• Language/English (Oral Communication, Reading and Literature 
Studies, Writing, Media Studies).

• Health and Physical Education (Understanding Healthy Concepts, 
Making Healthy Choices, Making Connections for Healthy Living).

• Science (Biology, Chemistry, Physics: electricity).

GRADES 11–12: 
• Social Sciences and Humanities (Dynamics of Human Relationships, 

Introduction to Anthropology, Psychology and Sociology, Philosophy). 

GRADE 12: 
• Canadian and World Studies (World History Since the 15th century).

STRATFORD SHORTS
A Quick Reference Guide for Teachers



EDUCATION ENRICHMENT
Workshops and post-show chats may be arranged by calling the 
Education Department  at 519.271.4040, ext. 2354.

Festival Theatre, Costume and Props Warehouse, Archives and Set 
Changeover tours may be arranged by calling the Box Office at 
1.800.567.1600.

THREE KEY FIGURES TO LOOK FOR IN  
FRANKENSTEIN REVIVED

CLASSROOM ACTIVITY: CREATING A CHARACTER THROUGH 
MOVEMENT
1 class period (approx. 60 minutes)

OBJECTIVE: Students will demonstrate an understanding of nonverbal 
communication by identifying, discussing and demonstrating different 
ways people express themselves without using language.

INSTRUCTIONS: Teachers will have students brainstorm examples 
of nonverbal communication and get the students to come up with 
body language for different characters and tell a story about the 
relationships between characters.

RESOURCES: A large space to move around in.

1. Let the students know that they will be discussing nonverbal 
communication, which refers to gestures, facial expressions, tone of 
voice (e.g., sound, not necessarily spoken words), body language, 
posture, eye contact and other ways people communicate without 
using language.

2. Have the class brainstorm examples of nonverbal communication.

3. Working in pairs, students will then create two characters in a 
nonverbal short scene (no longer than two minutes). They are to use 
body language for each character to tell a story and the relationship 
between the characters.

4. Let the students rehearse for 15 to 20 minutes.

5. Then have the students come together to present their scenes for 
the class.

6. Afterwards, debrief with the whole class and ask the following 
question:

Movement pieces can often express ideas that words alone may not 
sufficiently do. Do you agree or disagree, and why?

POSSIBLE ESSAY QUESTIONS, REFLECTIONS OR CLASS DISCUSSION

Science is at the heart of Frankenstein Revived. However, science 
today is coming under fire and not necessarily properly understood.

Write a half-page reflection on the following:

• What contemporary issues seem based on science? 

• Why do you think some people are fearful of science?

CHARACTERS Victor Monster Mary Shelley

ADJECTIVES Obsessive Searching Creative

THEMES 
• Science
• Ethics
• Life, consciousness and 

existence
• Relationships, family, society 

and isolation 

• Ambition and fallibility
• Revenge
• Prejudice
• Lost innocence
• Knowledge and power
• Lies and deceit

Support for the creation of Frankenstein Revived was generously 
provided by The Foerster Bernstein New Play Development Program

Tools for Teachers sponsored by

The Tools for Teachers program includes 
Prologues, Study Guides and Stratford Shorts 

CONNECT WITH US 
THROUGH SOCIAL 
MEDIA:

BOOKING INFORMATION
Online: www.stratfordfestival.ca/schools

Email: groups@stratfordfestival.ca

Phone: 1.800.567.1600 or 519.273.1600

Mail: 
Stratford Festival 
Attn: Groups and Schools 
P.O. Box 520 
Stratford, ON N5A 6V2

THEATRE ETIQUETTE AND THE ROLE OF THE AUDIENCE 
Live theatre is a magical experience shared and respected  
by all: both by audience members and performers. The actors 
feed off your energy and your response to their work on stage.

Here are a few things to help everyone maximize their 
enjoyment of the performance:

• If you leave the auditorium, you will be re-seated at an 
appropriate time during the performance.

• Please turn off all cell phones and other electronic devices 
during the performance.

• Please refrain from talking or eating during the performance.

• Please do respond to the performance through laughter, 
tears or captivated smiles.

Here’s some more information on theatre etiquette. 




