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CHICAGO  
BOOK BY FRED EBB AND BOB FOSSE 
MUSIC BY JOHN KANDER 
LYRICS BY FRED EBB 
BASED ON THE PLAY BY MAURINE DALLAS WATKINS 
SCRIPT ADAPTATION BY DAVID THOMPSON  
DIRECTED AND CHOREOGRAPHED BY DONNA FEORE

GRADE RECOMMENDATION
Grades 8 and up.

CONTENT ADVISORY
Explores mature themes. Contains coarse language, sexual innuendo 
and the depiction of violence and death.

STUDENT MATINÉE DATES
April 15, 22, 29; May 1, 5, 11, 15, 21; June 3, 5, 9, 18, 24;  
September 4, 9, 17, 22, 25; October 1, 2, 7, 13, 16, 23, 27, 28, 29.

FUN FACT!
Chicago is the winner of six Tony Awards, two Olivier Awards and a 
Grammy Award.

SYNOPSIS
It’s 1920 Chicago, where Roxie Hart murders her lover, Fred Casely, and 
tries to pin the blame on her hapless and gullible husband, Amos. Upon 
discovering that she committed the crime, the police arrest her and she 
is sent to the women’s Cook County Jail.

The jail is run by Matron “Mama” Morton, the corrupt warden. Many 
murderesses are there, including Velma Kelly, a vaudeville performer, 
imprisoned for murdering her cheating husband and sister. Mama 
introduces Roxie to Velma’s lawyer, Billy Flynn, who is cunning, 
unscrupulous and mercenary. Amos is persuaded to pay the lawyer’s fee 
and Flynn agrees to take on Roxie’s case.

Flynn artfully re-imagines Roxie’s story for the benefit of the press – in 
particular, the tabloid journalist Mary Sunshine, who is always looking 
for a sob story. As a result, Roxie becomes a celebrity sensation and the 
public is enthralled.

Meanwhile, Velma has become jealous as her press exposure has 
evaporated and Roxie’s fame has risen. In vain, Velma tries to recruit 
Roxie to join her in the vaudeville act she once had with her sister.

Roxie, however, discovers in turn that fame is fleeting, as the press 
ditches her for more sensational news. To regain her notoriety, she 
announces that she is pregnant. Once again she becomes headline news. 
But this second burst of celebrity goes to her head, and she fires Flynn, 
only to reinstate him after she witnesses a fellow inmate’s execution.

At the trial, Billy successfully manipulates the court and gets Roxie 
acquitted. However, Roxie’s celebrity status vanishes once more when 
a more sensational crime gets all the press coverage. Flynn leaves in 
search of a new and lucrative case. Amos discovers Roxie’s pregnancy 
was a hoax and leaves. Finally, realizing she has no alternative, Roxie 
teams up with Velma in a new vaudeville act.

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS

GLOBAL COMPETENCIES:
• Creativity

• Learning to Learn/Self-Awareness

• Communication

• Collaboration

• Critical Thinking

GRADE 8: 
• The Arts (Dance, Drama, Music, Visual Art, Media Arts and 

Multimedia Technology).

• Health and Physical Education (Understanding Healthy Concepts, 
Making Healthy Choices, Making Connections for Healthy Living).

• Language (Oral Communication, Reading, Writing, Media Literacy).

STRATFORD SHORTS
A Quick Reference Guide for Teachers



POSSIBLE ESSAY QUESTIONS, REFLECTIONS OR CLASS DISCUSSION
Interview or hot-seat* the following characters:
Roxie, Fred (Roxie’s lover), Amos (Roxie’s husband)
Extend this by getting the students to write in role as reporters about 
how Roxie murdered her lover, Fred Casely, and tried to pin the blame 
on her hapless and gullible husband, Amos. What would that news 
article of the time look like?
* Hot-seating is a rehearsal technique where actors play the character in role 
and answer spontaneous questions from the group. This helps us gain a deeper 
understanding of the character including background, behaviour and motivation.

EDUCATION ENRICHMENT
Study Guide available at stratfordfestival.ca/studyguides 

Prologues (interactive presentations on stage) at 11 a.m. are available: 
April 29; May 15; June 3; September 25; October 2, 13 & 16.

Workshops and post-show chats may be arranged by calling the 
Education Department  at 519.271.4040, ext. 2354.

Festival Theatre, Costume and Props Warehouse, Archives and Set 
Changeover tours may be arranged by calling the Box Office at 
1.800.567.1600.

GRADES 9–12: 
• The Arts (Dance, Drama, Music, Integrated Arts, Media Arts,  

Visual Arts).
• Language/English (Oral Communication, Reading and Literature 

Studies, Writing, Media Studies).
• Health and Physical Education (Understanding Healthy Concepts, 

Making Healthy Choices, Making Connections for Healthy Living).

GRADES 11–12: 
• Social Sciences and Humanities (Challenge and Change in Society, 

Dynamics of Human Relationships, Equity, Diversity and Social 
Justice, Gender Studies, Introduction to Anthropology, Psychology 
and Sociology).

 
THREE KEY FIGURES TO LOOK FOR IN  
CHICAGO

 

CLASSROOM ACTIVITY: HEADLINES!
1 class period (approx. 60 minutes)
OBJECTIVE: Students will create still images (tableaux) to help 
develop their understanding of the plot and themes of the musical.
INSTRUCTIONS: Teachers will need to distribute to each group 
handouts with the questions listed below. Divide the class into five 
groups to create still images and then share with the rest of the class.
RESOURCES: Handout with questions, large open space to move 
around in.
1. Read the synopsis to the class.
2. Divide the class into five groups.
3. Give each group the headlines listed below that connect to the 
plot and themes of Chicago.

a. “Woman murders her lover and pins blame on her husband!”
b. “Vaudeville star, in a jealous rage, kills her cheating husband  
and sister!”
c. “Top criminal lawyer cleverly defends client.”
d. “Pregnant woman in jail – public shocked.”
e. “Woman accused of murdering her lover acquitted.”
f. “I will not be bullied into playing a game anymore, says nervous 
husband.”
g. “Celebrity vaudeville stars sparkle in their new act.”

4. Students will choose three or four headlines from the list provided 
and create a still image (tableau) that best represents what each 
headline is about. (Approx. 20 minutes)
5. Have each group present their tableaux to the rest of the class.
6. Discuss with the entire class the physicality of the images (various 
techniques to support the depiction of the character and action). What 
themes really stood out for them? Why?

CHARACTERS Velma Roxie Billy

ADJECTIVES Competitive Self-centred Manipulative

THEMES 
• Appearance vs. reality
• Violence and death
• Female empowerment
• Gender stereotypes and 

identity
• Love and marriage
• Memory
• Greed and corruption
• Ambitions
• Deception and betrayal

• Crime and punishment
• Manipulation
• Celebrity and status
• Media, publicity, journalistic 

integrity
• Authenticity vs. artificiality
• Sexuality
• Society and class
• Perversion of justice
• Vaudeville

THEATRE ETIQUETTE AND THE ROLE OF THE AUDIENCE 
Live theatre is a magical experience shared and respected  
by all: both by audience members and performers. The actors 
feed off your energy and your response to their work on stage.
Here are a few things to help everyone maximize their 
enjoyment of the performance:

• If you leave the auditorium, you will be re-seated at an 
appropriate time during the performance.

• Please turn off all cell phones and other electronic devices 
during the performance.

• Please refrain from talking or eating during the performance.
• Please do respond to the performance through laughter, 

tears or captivated smiles.
Here’s some more information on theatre etiquette. 

Tools for Teachers sponsored by

The Tools for Teachers program includes Prologues, 
Study Guides and Stratford Shorts 

CONNECT WITH US 
THROUGH SOCIAL 
MEDIA:

BOOKING INFORMATION
Online: www.stratfordfestival.ca/schools
Email: groups@stratfordfestival.ca
Phone: 1.800.567.1600 or 519.273.1600
Mail: 
Stratford Festival 
Attn: Groups and Schools 
P.O. Box 520 
Stratford, ON N5A 6V2

Production support is generously provided by Mary Ann & Robert Gorlin and by Riki 
Turofsky & Charles Petersen

Production Co-Sponsors: 




