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HAMLET-911  
BY ANN-MARIE MacDONALD 
BASED ON AN IDEA BY ALISA PALMER 
DIRECTED BY ALISA PALMER

GRADE RECOMMENDATION
Grades 9 and up.

CONTENT ADVISORY 
Explores mature themes. Contains sexual innuendo and characters 
experiencing suicidal ideation.

STUDENT MATINÉE DATES
September 11, 23, 25.

FUN FACT!
Did you know that multi-award-winning Canadian playwright, novelist, 
actor and broadcast host Ann-Marie MacDonald’s first novel, Fall on 
Your Knees, was an Oprah’s Book Club Pick?

SYNOPSIS
Guinness Menzies has landed his dream role: he’s playing Hamlet 
at the Stratford Festival. But just before a matinée performance, he 
suddenly finds himself in the Underworld, a realm as frightening as it 
is hilarious, where time is seriously out of joint. Has he gone mad? Is 
he dreaming? Has he died…?

While in this illusory state, Guinness is forced to face his uneasy past 
relationship with his famous actor father, Rex, his strained marriage 
with Sue, and the consequences of his one-sided flirtation with his 
leading actress, Jenna, who plays Ophelia in Hamlet.

Meanwhile, a troubled teenager, Jeremy, is experiencing suicidal 
thoughts and wrestling online with his own version of Hamlet’s famous 
question. Jeremy, who is doing a project on Hamlet for his English 
class, desperately tries to contact Guinness with some questions 
related to his assignment. Guinness, however, avoids answering – 
indeed, he ignores all fan-mail requests and adamantly refuses to do 
post-show chats at student matinées.

Eventually, though, as Guinness and Jeremy’s surreal spheres collide, 
Guinness begins to acknowledge his foibles and failings, and in a 
moment of truth and understanding finally reaches out and offers 
support to Jeremy.

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS 
GLOBAL COMPETENCIES: 
• Creativity
• Learning to Learn/Self-Awareness
• Communication 
• Collaboration 

• Critical Thinking

GRADES 9–12: 
• The Arts (Dance, Drama, Integrated Arts, Media Arts, Music,  

Visual Arts).

• Language (Oral Communication, Reading and Literature Studies, 
Writing, Media Studies).

• Health and Physical Education (Understanding Healthy Concepts, 
Making Healthy Choices, Making Connections for Healthy Living).

GRADES 11–12: 
• Social Sciences and Humanities (Challenge and Change in Society, 

Dynamics of Human Relationships, Equity, Diversity and Social 
Justice, Gender Studies, Human Development throughout the 
Lifespan, Introduction to Anthropology, Psychology and Sociology).

STRATFORD SHORTS
A Quick Reference Guide for Teachers



Support for the creation of Hamlet-911 was generously provided by 
The Foerster Bernstein New Play Development Program

THEMES
• Power and manipulation
• Love and marriage
• Family
• Suicidal ideation
• Metatheatre
• Patriarchy, privilege and gender equality

• Isolation

THREE KEY FIGURES TO LOOK FOR IN  
HAMLET-911  

CLASSROOM ACTIVITY: UNDERSTANDING THEMES IN THE PLAY
1 class (approx. 60 minutes)

OBJECTIVE: Students will demonstrate an understanding between the 
themes of the play and how they relate to the world around them.

INSTRUCTIONS: Students will do a carousel learning activity that 
will involve moving to six stations with chart paper, markers at each 
station and a question posed for them to discuss and reflect upon.

RESOURCES: Chart paper, markers.

This activity is best done prior to seeing the play.

1. Create six numbered stations around the classroom. Each station 
will have chart paper and markers, with one of the following questions 
placed at the top of each paper:

a) What do you know about people in today’s media who have 
expressed feelings of hopelessness?

b) What do you know about people in today’s media who can’t 
communicate effectively?

c) Are there people in today’s media who have had their world 
turned upside down with nothing making sense?

d) What do you know about people in today’s media who are rich 
and famous?

e) What do you know about the #MeToo movement?

f) What do you know about people in today’s media who have 
publicly stated they were bullied?

2. Divide the students into six small groups of three to five people.

3. Each group begins at a different station. [NOTE: The students will 
be asked to think about and discuss issues raised in our media today, 
not about issues in their school environment or personal experiences.]

4. The teacher will set a timer and students will stay at their station 
for approximately two minutes to read the question, discuss and add 
their own ideas on the chart paper.

5. When the timer goes off, students will move (clockwise) to  
another station.

6. After this activity, debrief with the students and discuss their 
observations on these issues and how they might play an important 
part in the development of the plot.

7. After this exercise, debrief with the students and discuss what 
they expect to see in this production at the Stratford Festival.  
Have the students make predictions about this play and what they 
think will happen.

POSSIBLE ESSAY QUESTIONS, REFLECTIONS OR CLASS DISCUSSION

Write what you expect to see in Hamlet-911 at the Stratford Festival.

Have each student make a list of predictions about what they think  
will happen.

After your Stratford trip, revisit these predictions to see how they 
compared to the actual production.

EDUCATION ENRICHMENT
Workshops and post-show chats may be arranged by calling the 
Education Department at  519.271.4040, ext. 2354.

Festival Theatre, Costume and Props Warehouse, Archives and Set 
Changeover tours may be arranged by calling the Box Office at 
1.800.567.1600.

Tools for Teachers sponsored by

The Tools for Teachers program includes 
Prologues, Study Guides and Stratford Shorts 

CONNECT WITH US 
THROUGH SOCIAL 
MEDIA:

BOOKING INFORMATION
Online: www.stratfordfestival.ca/schools

Email: groups@stratfordfestival.ca

Phone: 1.800.567.1600 or 519.273.1600

Mail: 
Stratford Festival 
Attn: Groups and Schools 
P.O. Box 520 
Stratford, ON N5A 6V2

CHARACTERS Guinness Jeremy Jessica

ADJECTIVES Insecure Troubled Clever

THEATRE ETIQUETTE AND THE ROLE OF THE AUDIENCE 
Live theatre is a magical experience shared and respected  
by all: both by audience members and performers. The actors 
feed off your energy and your response to their work on stage.

Here are a few things to help everyone maximize their 
enjoyment of the performance:

• If you leave the auditorium, you will be re-seated at an 
appropriate time during the performance.

• Please turn off all cell phones and other electronic devices 
during the performance.

• Please refrain from talking or eating during the performance.

• Please do respond to the performance through laughter, 
tears or captivated smiles.

Here’s some more information on theatre etiquette. 




