
 
 
Theme Tableaux  
Objectives  Highlight the major themes of the play 

 Encourage students to think about these themes and issues while they 
watch the play later 

Grade Level Grade 7 and up 
Time Needed 20 minutes 
Ontario 
Curriculum 
Expectations 

 read and demonstrate an understanding of a variety of literary… texts, 
using a range of strategies to construct meaning 

 use speaking skills and strategies appropriately to communicate with 
different audiences for a variety of purposes 

 Drama: Creating and Presenting 
 Drama: Reflecting, Responding, and Analysing 
 Drama: Theory, Creation, Analysis 

Space Open space, no furniture; enough room for groups to work separately 
Materials  Themes of the play on cards 
 
Setting up the exercise: 

 Tell students they are now going to explore some of the themes of the play they are 
coming back to see later. 

 Define “tableau” (a frozen picture that tells the story – no moving, no talking). 
 
The exercise: 

 Divide students into groups of five to eight. 
 Hand out one card per group. 
 Instruct the students to develop: 

1. a tableau depicting what the word or phrase on the card means to them, and 
2. a title or caption for their tableau 

 Groups work independently for 10 minutes. 
 Travel around the room and coach the groups. Remind the students of things like: 

o deciding where the “front” is 
o using varying levels (high, low) for visual interest 
o choosing a freeze they can maintain for a while 

 Have groups present their tableaux in the space where they worked. Other students 
gather around so they can see. 

 Ask students to say their tableau title or caption, then take their freeze. 
 Ask them to hold the freeze while you discuss. 
 Ask the “audience” to describe what they see. 

o What are the relationships between people? 
o What is the action in the scene? 
o Are people representing objects? What objects? 

 Ask the “audience” to guess what was on the theme card for this tableau. 



 
Extensions: 

 Ask students to integrate the speaking of the title or caption into the presentation of 
their tableau. They can speak it together, or assign one person to speak, or divide any 
way they wish. 


