
 
 
Narration with Mime 
 
Objectives  Familiarize students with the story of the play so that when they come 

to the text they can concentrate on characters and feelings rather than 
trying to figure out what’s going on 

 Getting it alive vs. getting it right 
 Teaching through multiple intelligences 

Grade Level 4 - 12 
Ontario 
Curriculum 
Expectations 

 read and demonstrate an understanding of a variety of literary… texts, 
using a range of strategies to construct meaning 

 use knowledge of words and cueing systems to read fluently 
 use speaking skills and strategies appropriately to communicate with 

different audiences for a variety of purposes 
 Drama: Creating and Presenting 
 Drama: Reflecting, Responding, and Analysing 
 Drama: Theory, Creation, Analysis 

Time Needed 30 to 45 minutes 
Space open space, no furniture; enough room for groups to work separately 
Materials  narrative version(s) of the text, either Leon Garfield’s Shakespeare 

Stories or some similar version 
 
Setting up the exercise: 
This activity allows students to participate in the telling of the story of the play. Once 
students know the story, they’re free to focus on the characters and the language. This 
exercise should be done at the beginning of the unit, as a way of introducing the play.  
This lesson also address summarizing skills. 
 
The exercise: 

 Divide students into groups of five or six. 
 Give each group a section of the story (previously divided into the number of 

groups you have), from Leon Garfield’s Shakespeare Stories or Tina Packer’s 
Tales from Shakespeare. 

 Have each group read aloud their section together (it may be advantageous for 
them to do this more than once if time permits).  

 Each group will then choose a storyteller who will narrate the main points of the 
story, while the other members in the group dramatize the scene through mime 
and movement. The storyteller need not read the text but should summarize the 
action in their own words. 

 All group members must be involved – if there are fewer characters in the story 
than group members, find creative ways to incorporate all players into the story. 

 Each group then presents their piece of the story to the rest of the class, so that the 
whole story is told in sequence. 

 



Variation: 
A variation of this activity would involve groups creating three to five tableaux 
illustrating the main plot points of their part of the story, instead of through mime.  
 


