
 
 
Moving the Text 
 
Objectives  Play as a means of inquiry 

 Getting the language in their mouths 
 Getting it alive vs. getting it right 
 Generosity 
 Clarity of thought 
 Teaching Through Multiple Intelligences 
 Active Problem Solving 

Grade Level all 
Ontario 
Curriculum 
Expectations 

 read and demonstrate an understanding of a variety of literary… texts, 
using a range of strategies to construct meaning 

 use knowledge of words and cueing systems to read fluently 
 use speaking skills and strategies appropriately to communicate with 

different audiences for a variety of purposes 
 Drama: Creating and Presenting 
 Drama: Reflecting, Responding and Analysing 
 Drama: Theory, Creation, Analysis 

Time Needed 30 to 45 minutes 
Space Large, clear, open space 
Materials  Scripts (copies of the scene) 

 chart paper 
 markers 

 
Setting up the exercise: 

 By getting a scene “up on its feet” with the students as actors, Shakespeare’s 
language quite literally comes alive. As the students solve the pragmatic problems 
of staging, such as “Where do I stand?”, “Who do I say this to?” and so on, they 
gain greater command of the unfolding events and of the story’s development. As 
the students assume the characters, they become personally invested and gain 
valuable insight into the characters’ dilemmas and the choices they make. As 
students speak the language in the context of a scene, the words make more sense, 
and the students become more interested in uncovering their meaning. Finally, as 
students participate actively in scenes, they gain greater understanding of the big 
ideas explored in the play. Because they have personal experience with the 
language, the characters and the story, they have a personal stake in what it all 
means. 

 



The exercise:  
 In groups of five or six read the chosen scene with group members assigned to the 

different parts. 
 At the same time, each group will be given a specific location where the scene 

will occur. The location will be different for each group. Please find following 
some suggestions, or come up with your own that relate better to the scene 
chosen: vacant lot, beach, shopping mall, graveyard, playground, forest. 

 Have the students read through the scene considering such questions as: 
1. Who’s who in this scene? 
2. What happens here? 
3. Are there any surprises? 
4. What time of day is it? 
5. How is the weather? 
6. Does this scene take place in private or in public? 
7. What’s your relationship with the other characters? 
8. Why do you say what you say, or why do you stay silent? 
9. What else does this scene need (props, scenery, sounds, etc.)? 

 Once the students have read the scene and considered some of these questions, 
using chart paper and magic markers provided, have them draw the floor plan for 
the scene in their location including appropriate props and set pieces. Be sure to 
mark the exits and entrances, upstage (back) and downstage (front).  

 Have each group choose a member to act as the director. On the floor plan they 
have created, they will now map out their respective characters’ movements in the 
scene using different-coloured magic markers to represent the different characters. 
After your group has finished mapping your scene, the director will help the 
actors to put the scene “on its feet” using the map as a guide for the movements 
the characters make.  

 
Reflection questions: 

 How is acting out the scene different from reading it? 
 What did you discover either doing or seeing the scene that you might not notice 

if you had just read it? 
 Did anything surprise you? 
 What questions did watching/performing the scene raise for you about the 

characters and what’s happening in the play? 


