
 
 
Class Monologue  
 
Objectives  Getting the language in their mouths 

 Getting it alive vs. getting it right 
 Generosity 
 Clarity of thought 

Grade Level all 
Ontario  
Curriculum 
Expectations 

 read and demonstrate an understanding of a variety of literary… texts, 
using a range of strategies to construct meaning 

 use speaking skills and strategies appropriately to communicate with 
different audiences for a variety of purposes 

 Drama: Creating and Presenting 
 Drama: Reflecting, Responding, and Analysing 
 Drama: Theory, Creation, Analysis 

Time Needed 15 to 20 minutes 
Space Adaptable to any space 
Materials  The text in large font 
 
Setting up the exercise: 

 This exercise is a way to give an entire classroom of students an experience with 
text that is typically spoken by a single character. It is a practical way to keep 
many students engaged while one student is speaking. It can also help speakers 
discover new layers of meaning in the text as they watch and interact with what 
their classmates are doing. It also develops their visualizing skills 

 
The exercise: 

 One student (the actor) will speak a monologue or speech. 
 Another student stands behind the actor and feeds them the text in manageable 

chunks. 
 Have the rest of the class stand in a semi-circle in front/around the actor. 
 The ‘feeder’ reads the text to the actor, who plays it. Meanwhile, the rest of the 

class brings the language to life. These dramatic elements might involve creating 
the world of the play, for example, Titania’s and Oberon’s speeches might require 
groups of fairies around them and perhaps dissension in their ranks. The 
Changeling Boy might even appear. These dramatic elements might also involve 
acting out the images in the text, for example, Caesar’s spirit raging for revenge 
with Ate by his side, the dogs of war, etc. from Mark Antony’s speech over 
Caesar’s body.  

 



Variation: 
 Separate the class into two groups. Each group chooses or is given five to six lines 

of image-rich text. 
 As the words are spoken, the group becomes still or moving sculptures of the 

words and images in the text. Give a limited time (about five minutes) and then 
each side performs for the other. The speaker for the piece can be one person, or 
everyone can take his or her own line or part of a line, or everyone can speak 
together in chorus – or any combination of the above. 

 Note: Do not allow the groups to fall into the trap of extended discussion – 
urge them to start DOING, MOVING and CREATING! 


