
 
 
Choral Speaking  
 
Objectives  Text out of context 

 Getting the language in their mouths 
 Getting it alive vs. getting it right 
 Generosity 
 Clarity of thought 

Grade Level all 
Ontario 
Curriculum 
Expectations 

 read and demonstrate an understanding of a variety of literary… texts, 
using a range of strategies to construct meaning 

 recognize a variety of text forms, text features, and stylistic elements 
and demonstrate understanding o show they help communicate 
meaning 

 use knowledge of words and cueing systems to read fluently 
 use speaking skills and strategies appropriately to communicate with 

different audiences for a variety of purposes 
 Drama: Creating and Presenting 
 Drama: Reflecting, Responding, and Analysing 
 Drama: Theory, Creation, Analysis 

Time Needed 30 to 45 minutes 
Space Adaptable to any space 
Materials  The text in large font 
 
Setting up the exercise: 

 This exercise turns a monologue or speech into an ensemble activity that can 
involve an entire class. The teacher may act as ‘director’ while soliciting input 
from the students or may divide the class into small groups and have the students 
be self-directed. If the students are self-directed, they will decide how to divide up 
the lines; which to speak chorally; where and what sound effects and movements 
to add, and so on. Then the groups will present their work to each other. This can 
lead to lively discussion of the similarities and differences in treatment. This 
approach is probably best tried after the class has worked together under teacher 
“direction”. 

 
The exercise (these instructions are intended only as an example or a guide and need not 
be followed precisely): 
 

 Start with the entire class standing in a circle. Start by going through the speech in 
call and response fashion with you reading a line, or part of a line, and the 
students repeating it after you. Break up long or difficult lines so that students can 
easily follow you, and deliver the lines with energy, physicality, generosity and 
commitment. 



 Hand out copies of the text. Get the students to circle any words that are 
unfamiliar and figure them out together. 

 Go through the speech with the students line by line, checking to see that they 
understand everything that is being said.  

 Go through the speech again in call and response fashion now that everyone 
knows what is being said. 

 Go through the speech with the students in order to decide who will say which 
lines. Ask the students to find opportunities for individual speech, choral speaking 
and groups. Ask them which lines they think they should say all together; ask if 
anyone has a line or phrase that they’d really like to say etc.  Note that this is just 
a preliminary assignment; you and the students may decide on changes as you 
play with the speech. Make notes of all the decisions on your text. 

 Go through the speech, with the students saying their lines. Review the results 
with them, soliciting ideas for improvements. Try out each of these new ideas and 
go through the whole speech again. 

 Work with the students to add a) staging b) gestures c) sound effects. 
 Rehearse and perform the speech. 

 
Reflection questions: 
What thoughts and feelings came up? What surprised you? What do you think has 
happened before this speech? What’s happening in the play at this point? What might 
happen next?  
 


