
NAPOLI MILIONARIA!
BY EDUARDO DE FILIPPO
IN A NEW TRANSLATION BY JOHN MURRELL
FROM A LITERAL TRANSLATION BY DONATO SANTERAMO
COMMISSIONED BY THE STRATFORD FESTIVAL
DIRECTOR ANTONI CIMOLINO

GRADE RECOMMENDATION
Suitable for Grades 9–12

CONTENT ADVISORY FOR STUDENTS
Some strong language

STUDENT MATINÉE DATES
September 5, 26, 28; October 10, 25

ABOUT THE PLAY
First written in 1945 and still all too resonant today, De 
Filippo’s play humorously examines the plight of the poor, 
community ties and the moral corruption of the black 
market. Typical of De Filippo’s work, this is a comedy mixed 
with drama and gritty social realism.

SYNOPSIS
In a ramshackle apartment in Naples in 1942, matriarch 
Amalia, desperate to survive the war and the Nazi 
occupation, has established a little black-market business 
selling food (which she hides under a bed), despite the 
disapproval of her husband, Gennaro, an unemployed 
tram driver. When the police come searching for the illegal 
contraband, Gennaro must pretend to be a corpse lying on 
the bed with the illicit foods. As the bombs drop on Naples 
and Gennaro still does not move, the offi  cer, in admiration 
of this ruse, agrees not to arrest him.

Presumed dead after a year’s absence, Gennaro returns 
from his time as a prisoner of war in a German labour 
camp and discovers Amalia has gone into partnership 
with the handsome rogue Errico and is now rich under the 
Allied occupation. His son Amedeo has become a thief, 
and his daughter Maria Rosaria has become more than 
friendly with the American soldiers and is now pregnant. 
Gennaro is enraged at the moral corruption of his family 
and grieves for the old Naples where people looked after 
one another and had a sense of community. In the end, it 
takes their gravely ill daughter Rituccia to provide hope and 
compassion for an uncertain new world.

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS
1. All grades: Language/English (listening to understand, 

speaking to communicate, reading for meaning)
2. All grades: Drama, Music, Visual Art
3. Grades 9–12: Health and PE (interpersonal skills, confl ict 

resolution, harassment, bullying, leadership)
4. Grade 10: Canadian History Since WWI (social, economic 

and political context, communities, confl ict and 
cooperation)

5. Grade 11: Introduction to Anthropology, Psychology and 
Sociology (socialization)

6. Grade 11: Gender Studies (power relations, sex and 
gender)

7. Grade 11: Equity, Diversity and Social Justice (the social 
construction of identity, power and relations)

8. Grade 12: Equity and Social Justice: From Theory to 
Practice (approaches and perspectives, power relations, 
historical and contemporary issues)

9. Grade 12: World History since the Fifteenth Century 
(social, economic and political context)

10. Grades 11–12: Philosophy (metaphysics, ethics, 
epistemology, aesthetics)

11. Grade 12: Adventures in World History (society and 
community, politics and confl ict)

12. Grade 12: Challenge and Change (cause and eff ect, 
social deviance, global inequalities, exploitation)

STRATFORD SHORTS
A QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE FOR TEACHERS
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THEMES AND MOTIFS
•	 Family
•	 Community
•	 Law and order vs. chaos
•	 War and profiteering
•	 Survival
•	 Corruption and greed
•	 Redemption
•	 Working class and social reality
•	 Power, control and justice
•	 Human nature
•	 Neapolitan culture

CLASSROOM WARM-UP
Discuss with the class the following before coming to see 
the play:

1.  What do you expect to see in this production on stage 
      at the Stratford Festival?

2.  Can money ensure security and happiness?

3.  Have each student make a list of predictions about what 
      they expect. Save these predictions.

After your Stratford trip, revisit them to see how they 
compared to the actual production. 

ENRICHMENT 
Workshops and post-show chats may be arranged by  
calling the Education Department at 519.271.4040,  
ext. 2354.

Festival Theatre and Costume Warehouse tours may be 
arranged by calling the Box Office at 1.800.567.1600.

The Tools for Teachers program includes Stratford Shorts 

BOOKING INFORMATION
Online

You can order your group tickets online at any time right from your 

desk. You can even select your seats! To start planning your trip, go 

to stratfordfestival.ca/schools.

Email

groups@stratfordfestival.ca

Phone

1.800.567.1600 or 519.273.1600

Mail

Stratford Festival

Attn: Groups and Schools

P.O. Box 520

Stratford, ON   N5A 6V2

Support for the 2018 season of the Avon Theatre is generously 
provided by the Birmingham family

Production support is generously provided by Bob & Martie Sachs

Tools for Teachers sponsored by


