
 
 
Tableau the Story 
 
Objectives  Familiarize students with the story of the play so that when they see it 

they can concentrate on characters and feelings rather than trying to 
figure out what’s going on 

Grade Level All grades 
Time Needed 20 – 30 minutes 
Ontario 
Curriculum 
Expectations 

 read and demonstrate an understanding of a variety of literary… texts, 
using a range of strategies to construct meaning 

 use speaking skills and strategies appropriately to communicate with 
different audiences for a variety of purposes 

 Drama: Creating and Presenting 
 Drama: Reflecting, Responding and Analysing 
 Drama: Theory, Creation, Analysis 

Space Open space, no furniture; enough room for groups to work separately 
Materials  Tableaux telling the whole story, on cards, numbered 

 Optional: curtain 
 
Setting up the exercise: 

 Tell students they are now going to tell the story of the play they are going to see 
later. 

 Define “tableau” (a frozen picture that tells the story – no moving, no talking). 
 
The exercise: 

 Divide students into groups of five to eight. 
 Hand out tableau cards, one or two per group. 
 Groups work independently to create tableaux of the scenes on the cards. They 

must also come up with a title for each tableau (like a caption on the picture). 
 Travel around the room and coach the groups. Remind the students of things like: 

o deciding where the “front” is 
o using varying levels (high, low) for visual interest 
o choosing a freeze they can maintain for a while 

 After 10 minutes, call the students back. Have them sit facing the playing area. 
 Students present their tableaux in story order. The teacher reads the card, then the 

students give their title and take the freeze. 
 Ask the students to hold the freeze while you discuss it. Ask students in the 

“audience” to identify the characters who are named in the tableau card. Discuss 
the relationships between the characters and the action in the scene, and how the 
tableau shows these things. 

 



Optional: 
 Hold up a curtain. Students take the freeze behind the curtain while you read the 

tableau card. 
 When the tableau is ready, drop the curtain. 



1. Helena confesses to her guardian, the 
Countess of Rossillion, that she is in love 
with the Countess’s son, Bertram. Sadly, 
she can’t pursue him because he is a count 
and she is just a doctor’s daughter. 
 

All’s Well That Ends Well 

 

2. Helena offers to use one of her father’s 
remedies to cure the King of France of a 
serious illness. If she fails, she will be put 
to death. The King accepts her offer. 
 

All’s Well That Ends Well 

 

3. As her reward for curing him of his 
disease, the King allows Helena to choose 
any man she wants to be her husband. She 
chooses Bertram. 
 

All’s Well That Ends Well 

 

4. Angry about his forced marriage to someone 
beneath him in social status, Bertram runs away 
to the wars in Italy. He leaves behind a letter for 
Helena that says he will never accept her as his 
wife unless she fulfills two impossible conditions: 
she must get his ring from his finger and become 
pregnant with his child. 
 

All’s Well That Ends Well 

 

5. Helena arrives in Italy, disguised as a 
pilgrim. A Widow and her daughter, Diana, 
invite her to stay with them. 
 

All’s Well That Ends Well 

 

6. Bertram visits Diana. He gives her his 
ring and she agrees to let him into her 
bedroom later tonight. 
 

All’s Well That Ends Well 

 

7. Bertram’s fellow soldiers prove to him 
that his friend Parolles is a scoundrel. 
They trick Parolles into thinking he has 
been captured by enemy forces and he 
blabs all of the army’s secrets. 
 

All’s Well That Ends Well 

 

8. Bertram visits Diana again, but Diana 
and Helena have hatched a plan for 
Helena to take Diana’s place in bed. Little 
does Bertram know, he is sleeping with his 
own wife. 
 

All’s Well That Ends Well 

 

9. Having heard a report that Helena was 
dead, Bertram goes home to France. 
Diana arrives after him and shows the 
King the ring Bertram gave her. 
 

All’s Well That Ends Well 

 

10. Diana’s mother, the Widow, brings in 
Helena, who is pregnant. She has now 
fulfilled both of the impossible tasks 
Bertram set for her. He humbly accepts 
her as his wife. 
 

All’s Well That Ends Well 

 



1. Mark Antony says goodbye to his lover, 
Cleopatra, queen of Egypt. She is not 
happy that he has decided to return to his 
duties in Rome. 

Antony and Cleopatra 

 

2. Mark Antony marries Octavia, the sister 
of his fellow triumvir Octavius, for political 
reasons. 

 
Antony and Cleopatra 

3. After a military victory, Mark Antony 
gives Egypt and other Roman territories to 
Cleopatra. Octavius is angry, and 
challenges him to a battle at sea. 

 
Antony and Cleopatra 

 

4. During the naval battle with Octavius’s 
forces, Cleopatra retreats and Mark 
Antony follows her, thus losing the battle. 

 
Antony and Cleopatra 

5. To punish him for being angry with her 
for her role in the naval battle, Cleopatra 
hides in her monument and has a 
messenger tell Mark Antony that she is 
dead. 

 
Antony and Cleopatra 

 

6. Upon receiving the news of Cleopatra’s 
death, Mark Antony stabs himself. A 
second messenger then brings the news 
that she is not really dead. 

 
Antony and Cleopatra 

7. Mark Antony dies in Cleopatra’s arms, 
having arrived at her monument just in 
time. 

Antony and Cleopatra 

 

8. Rather than be captured by Octavius, 
Cleopatra commits suicide by allowing a 
poisonous snake, smuggled into her 
monument, to bite her. 

 
Antony and Cleopatra 

   



1. Orlando argues with his brother Oliver, 
who has cheated him out of his 
inheritance. 

2. Orlando wins a wrestling match against 
Duke Frederick’s wrestler, Charles. The 
Duke’s niece, Rosalind, watches the 
match and falls in love with Orlando. 

3. Duke Frederick banishes Rosalind from 
the court. 

4. Rosalind and her cousin, Celia, flee to 
the Forest of Arden in disguise. 

5. Orlando and his old servant, Adam, run 
away to the Forest of Arden and meet up 
with Duke Senior, Rosalind’s father. 

6. Rosalind discovers love poems that 
Orlando has written to her and pinned on 
the trees. She is embarrassed. 

7. Orlando takes lessons from a boy 
named Ganymede to cure him of his love 
for Rosalind. Ganymede is really Rosalind 
in disguise. 

8. Phoebe, a shepherdess, falls in love 
with Ganymede. Silvius, a shepherd, is in 
love with Phoebe. 

9. Orlando’s brother Oliver arrives in the 
Forest. He and Celia fall in love. 

10. At a joint wedding, Rosalind removes 
her disguise and marries Orlando. The 
other couples are married too. 



1. King Cymbeline is furious that his 
daughter, Imogen, has secretly married 
Posthumus, a commoner. The evil 
stepmother, the Queen, wants Imogen to 
marry her ill-mannered son, Cloten. 

 
Cymbeline 

2. Posthumus, Imogen’s jealous husband, 
is tricked by the sly Italian nobleman 
Iachimo into believing that Imogen has 
been unfaithful. Posthumus plots to have 
Imogen killed by his servant, Pisanio, at 
Milford-Haven. 

Cymbeline 

3. Cold, hungry and frightened, Imogen, 
disguised as a boy named “Fidele,” wanders 
into a cave inhabited by Belarius and his two 
sons, Guiderius and Arviragus, who 
welcome her in and give her food and 
shelter. 

Cymbeline 

4. King Cymbeline refuses to pay tribute to 
Rome and orders Caius Lucius, general of 
the Roman army, out. Rome declares war 
on Britain. 

Cymbeline 

5. Lost in the woods in search of Imogen, 
hot-tempered Cloten fights Guiderius and 
loses his head. 

 
Cymbeline 

6. Belarius, Guiderius and Arviragus sadly 
discover Fidele in a death-like sleep. 
Believing him to be dead, they lay Fidele 
next to Cloten’s headless body. 

Cymbeline 

7. Posthumus, Guiderius, Arviragus and 
Belarius join the war against Rome and are 
victorious. 
 

Cymbeline 

8. King Cymbeline makes peace with 
Rome; he is reunited with Imogen; Belarius 
tells him that Guiderius and Arviragus are 
his long-lost royal sons; and Imogen and 
Posthumus are reunited. 

Cymbeline 

  



1. Prince Hamlet is visited by the Ghost of 
his father as he and his friends stand 
guard outside the castle at night. 

Hamlet 

 

2. The Ghost reveals that he was 
murdered by his brother, Claudius (who is 
now king), and begs Hamlet to avenge his 
death.  

Hamlet 

3. Ophelia confesses to her brother, 
Laertes, and her father, Polonius, that 
Hamlet is in love with her. Polonius and 
Laertes do not approve.  

Hamlet 

 
4. Hamlet kills Polonius by mistake, 
thinking he is Claudius. 

Hamlet 

5. Ophelia goes mad with grief and drowns 
herself. 

Hamlet 
 

6. Laertes blames Hamlet for the deaths of 
his father and his sister and challenges him 
to a duel. 

Hamlet 

7. Claudius and Laertes conspire to ‘fix’ 
the fight. Claudius prepares a poisoned 
sword and a poisoned drink to ensure that 
Hamlet dies during his duel with Laertes. 

Hamlet 

 

8. Queen Gertrude (Hamlet’s mother), 
drinks the poison intended for Hamlet. 
Claudius tries to stop her but it is too late - 
she dies.  

Hamlet 

9. Laertes and Hamlet duel; Laertes 
wounds Hamlet with his poisoned sword. 
 

Hamlet 

 
10. Hamlet stabs Laertes with the 
poisoned sword. Laertes dies, pointing the 
finger at Claudius.  

Hamlet  

11. Hamlet stabs Claudius and kills him. 
 

Hamlet 
 

12. Hamlet dies from his poisoned sword 
wound. 

Hamlet 

   



1. After the death of his father, Henry 
IV, the Archbishop of Canterbury and 
the Bishop of Ely convince the young 
King Henry V to declare war on 
France and become King of both 
countries. 

Henry V 

2. King Henry has traitors Lord   
Scroop, the Earl of Cambridge and Sir 
Thomas Gray executed for plotting to 
assassinate him. 

Henry V 

3. Pistol, Bardolph, Nym and Mistress 
Quickly, former rowdy friends of King 
Henry in his younger, wilder days, 
mourn the death of Sir John Falstaff. 

 
Henry V 

4. With a victory at the Battle of 
Harfleur, King Henry and his nobles 
win the confidence of the English 
soldiers. 

Henry V 

5. The Welsh captain Fluellen, in King 
Henry’s troop, beats Pistol, Nym and 
a boy for not fighting in the battle 
against France. 

Henry V 

6. The night before the Battle of 
Agincourt, King Henry disguises 
himself as a common soldier to 
discover if his troops are ready and 
willing to fight the French. 

 
Henry V 

7. King Henry and his English soldiers 
win the Battle of Agincourt and the 
French surrender. 

Henry V 

8. The victorious King Henry and his 
English lords meet the French King 
Charles and Queen Isabel and their 
lords at the peace talks. Henry takes 
the French princess, Katherine, as his 
bride. 

Henry V 

  



1. King Philip of France demands that 
King John give over the throne of England 
to his young nephew Arthur, who claims to 
be the rightful king. 

King John 

 

2. To solve the disagreement, King John’s 
niece, Blanche, is married to Louis, the 
dauphin of France. Her dowry includes 
some disputed territories. 

King John 

3. Arthur’s mother, Constance, is very 
upset that King Philip abandoned the 
campaign to put make Arthur king of 
England. 

King John 

 

4. In a separate argument, Cardinal 
Pandulph excommunicates King John 
from the Roman Catholic church. At his 
encouragement, King Philip breaks his 
alliance with King John. King John declares 
war. 

King John 

5. King John wins and Arthur is taken 
prisoner. 

 
King John 

 
6. Arthur persuades Hubert not to carry 
out King John’s orders to murder him in 
prison. 

King John 

7. After chastising King John for ordering 
Arthur’s murder, the lords find Arthur’s 
body outside the prison, where he died 
from a fall while trying to escape. 

 
King John 

 

8. Cardinal Pandulph tells Louis to call off 
his war against King John, who has now 
embraced Catholicism. Louis refuses 
because, now that Arthur is dead, he 
himself claims the right to England’s 
throne. 

King John 

9. King John dies of poison administered 
to him by a monk. 

 
King John 

 

10. Louis sends offers of peace. The lords 
of England swear allegiance to King 
John’s son Henry. 

 
King John 



1. King Lear asks his three daughters how 
much they love him. Goneril and Regan 
declare their love extravagantly, but the 
youngest, Cordelia, thinks her actions 
should speak for themselves. Lear 
banishes her to France and gives his whole 
kingdom to Goneril and Regan. 

King Lear 

 

2. Gloucester reads a letter that appears 
to reveal that his son Edgar is plotting to 
kill him. In fact the letter was written by 
Gloucester’s bastard son, Edmund, in a 
plot to frame his brother. 

King Lear 

3. Goneril insists that if Lear is going to 
stay at her house, he must send away most 
of his boisterous knights and servants. He 
leaves in anger. 

King Lear 

 
4. Regan refuses to allow any of Lear’s 
entourage to stay at her house, and locks 
her father out. 

King Lear 

5. King Lear wanders on the heath in a 
terrible storm. He is accompanied by his 
Fool and the madman Poor Tom (who is 
really Edgar in disguise). 

King Lear 

 

6. Regan and her husband, Cornwall, put 
out Gloucester’s eyes as punishment for 
disagreeing with them about their treatment 
of King Lear. 

King Lear 

7. Still disguised as Poor Tom the beggar, 
Edgar helps his father, Gloucester, who 
now wanders blindly about the heath in the 
storm. Edgar and Gloucester are 
reconciled. 

King Lear 

 

8. Cordelia comes to King Lear’s aid and 
is arrested for treason by her sisters’ 
armies. King Lear and Cordelia are thrown 
in jail. 

King Lear 

9. Edmund is mortally wounded by his 
brother, Edgar, in a duel. Just before 
dying, Edmund confesses that he has sent 
orders to the jail to have King Lear and 
Cordelia executed.  

King Lear 

 

10. King Lear finds Cordelia dead: she 
was hanged before the death warrant for 
both of them was reversed. He dies of 
despair. 

King Lear 



1.The King of Navarre and his friends, 
Dumaine, Longaville and Berowne, 
make a vow to devote themselves to study 
for three years and swear off women – 
although Berowne has doubts. 

 
Love’s Labour’s Lost 

 

2. The braggart Spanish knight Don 
Armado confesses his love for the 
country wench Jaquenetta to his page, 
Moth. 

 
Love’s Labour’s Lost 

3. The Princess of France and her 
friends, Rosaline, Maria and Katherine, 
arrive at the King of Navarre’s court but 
are not permitted inside because of the 
vow the men have sworn. 

 
Love’s Labour’s Lost 

 

4. Despite their vows, the four men 
immediately fall in love with the women. 
(King and Princess, Berowne and 
Rosaline, Dumaine and Katherine, 
Longaville and Maria.) 

 
Love’s Labour’s Lost 

5. Don Armado writes a love letter to 
Jaquenetta; Berowne writes a love letter 
to Rosaline. Costard mixes up the letters 
and delivers Berowne’s letter to 
Jaquenetta. 

 
Love’s Labour’s Lost 

 

6. The men (King, Berowne, Dumaine, 
Longaville) are caught out when each 
discovers that the others have broken the 
vow and fallen in love. 

 
Love’s Labour’s Lost 

7. The King, Berowne, Longaville and 
Dumaine disguise themselves to woo 
their respective ladies. However, the 
Princess, Rosaline, Katherine and 
Maria also disguise themselves to test the 
men. 

 
Love’s Labour’s Lost 

 

8. Don Armado and his friends 
Holofernes, Nathaniel, Costard and 
Moth put on an entertainment called The 
Nine Worthies for the court. 

 
Love’s Labour’s Lost 

9. Marcade interrupts the pageant of The 
Nine Worthies to bring news that the 
Princess’s father, the King of France, is 
dead. 

 
Love’s Labour’s Lost 

 

10. The lovers (King and Princess, 
Berowne and Rosaline, Dumaine and 
Katherine, Longaville and Maria) all go 
their separate ways. 

 
Love’s Labour’s Lost 



1.Three Mysterious Women greet 
Macbeth and Banquo and tell them their 
futures. 

Macbeth 

2. King Duncan rewards Macbeth for his 
bravery on the battlefield. 

 
Macbeth 

3. Lady Macbeth tries to convince her 
husband, Macbeth, to kill King Duncan. 

 
Macbeth 

4. Macbeth kills Duncan as Lady Macbeth 
waits outside the bedroom. 

 
Macbeth 

5. Macduff discovers that Duncan has 
been murdered. 

 
Macbeth 

6. A murderer hired by Macbeth kills 
Banquo. Banquo’s son, Fleance, escapes. 

 
Macbeth 

7. During a feast, Banquo’s ghost comes 
back from the dead and haunts Macbeth.  
Lady Macbeth and the rest of the guests 
cannot see the ghost. 

Macbeth 

8. Murderers kill Macduff’s wife and 
children. 

 
Macbeth 

9. Lady Macbeth is observed 
sleepwalking, a sign of her troubled mind. 

 
Macbeth 

10. Macduff kills Macbeth in battle. 
 

Macbeth 

11. Duncan’s son Malcolm is crowned King 
of Scotland. 

Macbeth 

 

  



1. Unhappy that Vienna has become a corrupt city, 
Duke Vincentio decides to leave the city, leaving in 
charge his stern deputy, Angelo. 

 
Measure for Measure 

2. Angelo enforces the strict and severe morality 
laws that has the nobleman, Claudio, arrested and 
sentenced to death for getting his fiancée, Juliet, 
pregnant. 

Measure for Measure 

3. Lucio, a friend of Claudio, reports the news of 
the arrest and death sentence to Claudio’s sister, 
Isabella, who lives in a convent, about to take her 
vows as a nun. He urges her to go to Angelo to 
spare her brother’s life. 

Measure for Measure 

4. Constable Elbow brings the foolish Pompey and 
Froth to Angelo and Escalus, accusing them of 
illegal business. Angelo tells Escalus to handle the 
case. Escalus releases them with a stern warning. 

 
Measure for Measure 

5. Isabella arrives with Lucio and pleads with 
Angelo to spare her brother Claudio’s life. Angelo 
is instantly attracted to Isabella and tells her to 
return the next day for his answer. 

 
Measure for Measure 

6. The next day, Isabella returns to hear Angelo’s 
decision. He tells her he will spare Claudio’s life if 
she will sleep with him. Horrified, Isabella refuses 
Angelo’s proposal. 

Measure for Measure 

7. Isabella visits Claudio in prison and tells him of 
Angelo’s proposition. Claudio pleads with Isabella 
to save his life. Duke Vincentio, disguised as “Friar 
Lodowick,” overhears Claudio and Isabella’s 
conversation. 

Measure for Measure 

8. The “Friar” tells Isabella to agree to have sex 
with Angelo but arranges to have Mariana, 
Angelo’s former fiancée, whom he had abandoned 
when she lost her dowry, go in her place. 

 
Measure for Measure 

9. The next day Angelo orders Claudio’s execution. Angelo 
believes his orders have been carried out when the prison 
warden and the “Friar” send Angelo the head of a dead 
pirate, claiming that it belonged to Claudio. The “Friar” 
informs Isabella that her brother is dead and she should seek 
justice from the Duke when he returns to Vienna shortly. 

 
Measure for Measure 

10. The Duke, no longer in disguise, arrives in Vienna 
and is met by Angelo, Escalus, Lucio and citizens. 
Isabella accuses Angelo of his misdeeds and begs the 
Duke for justice. The Duke pretends to doubt her story 
and orders her to be arrested for slandering Angelo. 

 
Measure for Measure 

11. Friar Peter and Mariana step forward to corroborate 
Isabella’s story. The Duke appears as the “Friar” once again 
to speak on behalf of the two ladies and says he has 
incriminating evidence against Angelo. Lucio accuses the 
“Friar” of slandering the Duke and in a scuffle pulls off the 
Duke’s hood, revealing his true identity. 

Measure for Measure 

 

12. The Duke has Friar Peter marry Angelo and 
Mariana, then sentences Angelo to death. Mariana and 
Isabella beg the Duke to spare Angelo and the Duke 
pardons him. Claudio and Juliet are reunited. The Duke 
orders Lucio to marry the woman he made pregnant 
and then asks Isabella’s hand in marriage. 

Measure for Measure 

  



Bassanio asks Antonio to lend him some 
money so he can try to win the hand of the 
beautiful Portia. 
 

The Merchant of Venice 

Antonio borrows 3,000 ducats for Bassanio 
from Shylock, and agrees to give Shylock a 
pound of his own flesh if he can’t repay it. 
 

The Merchant of Venice 

Shylock’s daughter, Jessica runs away with 
her lover, Lorenzo, taking her father’s 
money and jewels. 
 

The Merchant of Venice 

Shylock discovers his daughter has run 
away and taken his money and jewels. 
Some people laugh at his distress. 
 

The Merchant of Venice 

Bassanio solves the riddle and wins the 
hand of the beautiful Portia. Gratiano and 
Nerissa also become engaged. 
 

The Merchant of Venice 

Bassanio receives a letter, in which he 
learns that Antonio can’t pay back the loan 
and is going to have to give Shylock a 
pound of his own flesh. 
 

The Merchant of Venice 

Portia and Nerissa disguise themselves as 
lawyers, and go to Antonio’s trial. 
 

The Merchant of Venice 

Portia (disguised as a lawyer) saves 
Antonio from being cut apart by Shylock. 
She points out that Shylock is entitled to a 
pound of flesh, but not a drop of blood. 

The Merchant of Venice 

Portia and Nerissa (disguised as lawyers) 
persuade their husbands, who don’t 
recognize them, to give them their wedding 
rings as presents. 
 

The Merchant of Venice 

Portia and Nerissa show their husbands 
the wedding rings they gave to the 
“lawyers,” by which their husbands know 
who the “lawyers” really were. 
 

The Merchant of Venice 



1. Duke Theseus orders Hermia to marry 
Demetrius, her father’s choice, instead of 
Lysander, whom she loves. 

 
A Midsummer Night’s Dream 

2. Hermia and Lysander run away to the 
woods to get married in secret. Demetrius 
(who is in love with Hermia) and Helena 
(who is in love with Demetrius) follow them. 

A Midsummer Night’s Dream 
 

3. Oberon, the fairy king, orders his fairy 
servant, Puck, to squeeze magic flower 
juice into the eyes of Demetrius to make 
him fall in love with Helena. 
 

A Midsummer Night’s Dream 

4. Puck applies the magic juice to 
Lysander’s eyes by mistake. Lysander 
immediately falls in love with Helena and 
despises Hermia. 
 

A Midsummer Night’s Dream 

5. Lysander and Demetrius are now both 
in love with Helena. They abandon 
Hermia and chase after Helena, who 
thinks they are all making fun of her. 
 

A Midsummer Night’s Dream 

 6. In another part of the forest, Puck 
magically transforms Bottom (a man he 
found in the woods) into a donkey.  
 

A Midsummer Night’s Dream 

7. Puck squeezes some magic flower juice 
into the eyes of the fairy queen, Titania. 
When Titania wakes up, she immediately 
falls in love with Bottom (the man Puck has 
transformed into a donkey). 

A Midsummer Night’s Dream 

8. Puck corrects the spell on the lovers, 
making Lysander fall in love with Hermia 
and Demetrius continue to be in love with 
Helena. 
 

A Midsummer Night’s Dream 

9. Puck also lifts the spells on Titania 
and Bottom. Bottom becomes human 
again, and Titania has a happy reunion 
with her husband, Oberon. 
 

A Midsummer Night’s Dream 

10. Duke Theseus hosts a triple wedding 
for himself and his bride Hippolyta; 
Lysander and Hermia; and Demetrius 
and Helena. 
 

A Midsummer Night’s Dream 

  

 
 
 



1. Governor Leonato welcomes Don 
Pedro, Claudio and Benedick, victorious 
from war. Claudio falls instantly in love 
with Leonato’s daughter, Hero. Benedick 
exchanges insults with his arch-rival 
Beatrice, Leonato’s niece. 

Much Ado About Nothing 

2. Benedick overhears Don Pedro, 
Leonato and Claudio talking about 
how much Beatrice loves him. 

 
Much Ado About Nothing 

3. Beatrice overhears Hero and 
Ursula talking about how much 
Benedick loves her. 

 
Much Ado About Nothing 

4. Jealous Don John tricks Don 
Pedro and Claudio into believing they 
see Hero flirting with another man. 

 
Much Ado About Nothing 

5. At their wedding, Claudio accuses 
Hero of being unfaithful. Hero dies. 

 
Much Ado About Nothing 

6. Constables Dogberry and Verges 
get Borachio and Conrade to confess 
Don John’s evil plot to trick Claudio 
into thinking Hero was unfaithful. 

 
Much Ado About Nothing 

7. Claudio decides to marry another 
of Leonato’s nieces and discovers it’s 
really Hero. 
 

Much Ado About Nothing 

8. Beatrice and Benedick admit they 
love each other and agree to get 
married. 

 
Much Ado About Nothing 

  



1. Brabantio, a senator of Venice, is 
woken in the middle of the night by two 
men, Roderigo and Iago, who tell him that 
his daughter, Desdemona, has eloped 
with the black general of the Venetian 
army, Othello. 
 

Othello 

2. Othello is brought before the Duke and 
senators of Venice, who charge him with 
abducting Desdemona and accuse him of 
using magic and witchcraft to force her to 
marry him. Othello denies the charges and 
swears to the truth of their love for each 
other.  

Othello 

 

3. Iago, a soldier in Othello’s army, is 
upset because he has been passed over 
for a promotion. Othello has given the 
promotion to another soldier, Michael 
Cassio. Iago begins to plot his revenge on 
Othello. 
 

Othello 

4. Iago plants seeds of suspicion in 
Othello’s mind and suggests to him that 
Desdemona is unfaithful and that she and 
Cassio are having an affair.  

 
 

Othello 

5. Iago asks his wife, Emilia, to steal a 
handkerchief from her mistress, 
Desdemona. It is a very significant 
handkerchief which Othello’s dying 
mother gave to him to pass on to his wife. 
Emilia gives the handkerchief to Iago. 

. 
Othello 

6. Iago has placed the handkerchief in 
Cassio’s bedroom. Later, Othello sees 
Cassio with it and believes he has proof of 
his wife’s infidelity. 

 
Othello

7. Othello murders Desdemona by 
smothering her with a pillow. 

 
Othello 

8. Emilia, Iago, Montano, Gratiano and 
others find Desdemona murdered. Emilia, 
horrified, swears to Desdemona’s 
innocence. She accuses Iago of having 
plotted the whole thing. 

 
Othello 

9. Iago stabs Emilia. Othello, overcome 
with remorse, stabs himself.  

 
Othello 

10. Iago is arrested and dragged away to 
be tortured and punished. 

Othello 



1. Richard talks Lady Anne into 
marrying him, even though he just 
killed her husband and her father-in-
law. 

Richard III 

2. While Queen Margaret tells 
Buckingham he will one day regret his 
alliance with Richard, Richard gives 
instructions to the murderers who are 
to kill his brother Clarence. 

Richard III 

3. On Richard’s instructions, two 
murderers kill Richard’s brother 
Clarence. 

Richard III 

4. Richard walks between two priests, 
carrying a prayer book. He pretends 
to be reluctant when Buckingham 
asks him to become King. 

Richard III 

5. Buckingham asks Richard for the 
earldom he promised him for his 
faithful service. Richard ignores him. 
Buckingham realizes he may have 
been wrong about Richard. 

Richard III 

6. Richard talks Queen Elizabeth into 
letting him marry her daughter, even 
though he has just killed her sons, the 
princes. 

Richard III 

7. Ghosts visit Richard and his 
adversary, Richmond, in their sleep 
the night before the battle. They curse 
Richard and comfort Richmond. 

 
Richard III 

8. Richmond has defeated Richard in 
battle. He now becomes King Henry 
VII. 

Richard III 

  



 
1. A fight breaks out on the streets of 
Verona between two feuding families: the 
Capulets and the Montagues.  

R&J 

 

2. Romeo, a Montague, always falling in 
and out of love, tells his friend Benvolio 
about his latest flame, Rosaline. 
 

R&J 

3. Lady Capulet tells her daughter Juliet 
that she is to be married to the gentleman 
Paris. Juliet’s Nurse is delighted with the 
news. 

R&J 

 

4. Romeo and his friends sneak into a 
party being thrown by the Capulets. 
Romeo sees Juliet and it is love at first 
sight for both of them.  

R&J 

5. Under Juliet’s balcony, late at night, 
Romeo and Juliet swear their undying love 
for each other and vow to marry in secret. 

 
R&J 

 

6. Tybalt (Juliet’s cousin) and his Capulet 
buddies meet Romeo and his Montague 
buddies on the street and challenge them to 
a fight. Tybalt stabs Romeo’s friend Mercutio 
as Romeo tries to stop the fight. 

R&J 

7. In a fit of rage, Romeo kills Tybalt for 
having killed his friend Mercutio. 
 

R&J 

 
8. Romeo is banished from Verona. Juliet 
despairs. 
 

R&J 

9. Juliet drinks a sleeping potion to fake 
her own death in order to avoid having to 
marry Paris.  

R&J 

 

10. Romeo arrives at Juliet’s tomb not 
knowing that she isn’t truly dead. He 
poisons himself in despair. 

 
R&J 

11. Juliet wakes up to find Romeo dead 
and kills herself with his dagger. 

 
R&J 

 
12. The Montagues and Capulets stand 
over the dead bodies of Romeo and Juliet 
and vow to end their feud. 

R&J 

 

 

 



1. Miranda watches a shipwreck in a 
storm conjured up by her father, 
Prospero. 

2. Prospero tells Miranda the story of how 
he was banished from Milan and they 
came to the island when she was a baby. 

3. Ferdinand, a survivor of the shipwreck, 
meets Miranda and they fall in love.  

4. Prospero’s slave, Caliban, meets two 
other survivors of the shipwreck, Trinculo 
and Stephano. They drink wine and 
decide to overthrow Prospero. 

5. Alonso, Ferdinand’s father, has 
survived the shipwreck and believes his 
son has drowned. He wanders the island 
with Antonio, Prospero’s brother, and 
other nobles. 

6. Prospero conjures a magical pageant 
to celebrate the engagement of Ferdinand 
and Miranda. 

7. Prospero’s fairy servant Ariel conjures 
up spirit dogs to chase Caliban, Trinculo 
and Stephano away from Prospero’s hut. 

8. Prospero confronts his old enemies, 
Alonso and Antonio. 

9. Alonso is reunited with his son, 
Ferdinand. Antonio gives Prospero back 
his dukedom. 

10. Prospero sets Ariel free and gives up 
his magic. 



1. Mistress Page and Mistress Ford 
discover that they have received 
identical love letters from Falstaff. 

 
The Merry Wives of Windsor 

2. Pistol tells Ford that Falstaff is 
wooing his wife. Ford is concerned. 
Meanwhile, Nym tells Page that 
Falstaff is wooing his wife. Page is not 
worried. 

The Merry Wives of Windsor 

3. Ford, disguised as “Master 
Brooke,” asks Falstaff to seduce 
Mistress Ford. He plans to catch them 
in the act. 

The Merry Wives of Windsor 

4. Mistresses Ford and Page hide 
Falstaff in a laundry basket full of 
smelly clothes to prevent Ford from 
finding him in his house. 

 
The Merry Wives of Windsor 

5. Ford beats an old woman, the 
“witch of Brentford,” who he has found 
in his house. The “woman” is really 
Falstaff wearing a dress to avoid 
capture. 

The Merry Wives of Windsor 

6. Mistresses Ford and Page show 
Falstaff’s love letters to their 
husbands. Ford apologizes for his 
suspicion. 

The Merry Wives of Windsor 

7. Falstaff has gone to the woods to 
meet Mistresses Ford and Page 
again, but instead he finds “fairies” 
(children in disguise) who pinch him 
and burn him with candles. 

 
The Merry Wives of Windsor 

8. Dr. Caius holds hands with a “fairy” 
in green, thinking it is Anne Page who 
has agreed to marry him in secret. 
Slender holds a “fairy” in white for the 
same reason. Meanwhile, the real 
Anne marries Fenton, her true love. 

 
The Merry Wives of Windsor 

  



1. Patrons of an inn play a practical joke on a 
drunken Christopher Sly and convince him 
that he is a great lord. 

 
The Taming of the Shrew 

 

2. Lucentio arrives in Padua and immediately 
falls in love with the beautiful, and much 
sought-after, Bianca. 

 
The Taming of the Shrew 

3. Baptista refuses to let anyone court his 
daughter, Bianca, until someone marries his 
oldest daughter, the ill-tempered Katherina. 

 
The Taming of the Shrew 

 

4. Petruchio comes to Padua looking for a rich 
woman to marry. Hortensio suggests the 
shrewish Katherina.  

 
The Taming of the Shrew 

5. Petruchio and Katherina meet and sparks 
fly – it is hate at first sight! 

 
The Taming of the Shrew 

 

6. As Katherina protests, Petruchio convinces 
Baptista that Katherina has agreed to marry 
him on Sunday.  

 
The Taming of the Shrew 

7. Petruchio arrives late to his wedding, 
dressed in a ridiculous outfit. The guests are 
appalled, Katherina is humiliated.  

 
The Taming of the Shrew 

 
8. Petruchio drags Kate off to his country 
house to begin ‘taming’ her. 

 
The Taming of the Shrew 

9. Petruchio refuses to let Katherina eat or 
sleep. 

 
The Taming of the Shrew 

 
10. Katherina stops fighting with Petruchio 
and agrees with whatever he says. 

 
The Taming of the Shrew 

11. Lucentio beats out the other suitors and 
wins Bianca’s heart and hand in marriage. 

 
The Taming of the Shrew 

 

12. Petruchio and his wife return to Padua; 
everyone is shocked by the now mild and 
obedient Katherina.  

 
The Taming of the Shrew 

   



1. Titus Andronicus has brought home 
Tamora, the Queen of the Goths, and 
her children as prisoners of war. He 
sacrifices her son Alarbus while she 
begs him not to. 

Titus Andronicus 

2. Bassianus marries Titus’s daughter 
Lavinia, who Saturninus wanted to 
marry. Saturninus marries Tamora 
instead. Tamora promises to get 
revenge on Titus for him. 

Titus Andronicus 

3. In a forest, Tamora’s sons Chiron 
and Demetrius kill Bassianus while 
Lavinia begs for mercy. 

Titus Andronicus 

4. Marcus Andronicus finds his niece 
Lavinia in the forest. Her hands have 
been cut off and her tongue has been 
cut out. 

Titus Andronicus 

5. A messenger brings Titus the 
heads of his sons Martius and 
Quintus, who were framed for 
Bassianus’s murder. The messenger 
also brings back Titus’s hand, which 
Aaron tricked him into cutting off. 

 
Titus Andronicus 

6. Lavinia writes in the sand to tell her 
father and uncle that Chiron and 
Demetrius were her attackers. 

 
Titus Andronicus 

7. Tamora has given birth to a baby 
fathered by Aaron. The nurse brings 
the baby to Aaron. 

Titus Andronicus 

8. Titus kills Lavinia because she was 
raped. Tamora eats a pie made of the 
flesh of her sons. Aaron is sentenced 
to be buried up to his chest and 
starved. 

Titus Andronicus 

  



1. Twins Viola and Sebastian wash up 
separately on the shores of Illyria 
after a shipwreck. Each one thinks the 
other has drowned. 

Twelfth Night 

2. Viola disguises herself as a boy 
(named Cesario) and becomes a 
servant to Duke Orsino, who is in love 
with the lady Olivia. Olivia does not 
return his love. 

Twelfth Night 

3. “Cesario” (Viola) woos Olivia on 
Orsino’s behalf, but she does it 
unhappily because she has fallen in 
love with Orsino. 

Twelfth Night 

4. Olivia falls madly in love with 
“Cesario” (Viola), who tries to fend off 
her advances. 

Twelfth Night 

5. Olivia’s servant Maria, Olivia’s 
uncle Toby, Sir Toby’s friend Sir 
Andrew and Feste the clown hide and 
watch Olivia’s steward, Malvolio, 
reading a letter they have planted for 
him. 

Twelfth Night 

6. Malvolio goes to Olivia wearing 
ridiculous yellow stockings and 
smiling constantly. These were the 
instructions in the letter he found, 
which he believed to be from her. 

 
Twelfth Night 

7. Olivia marries Viola’s twin brother, 
Sebastian, thinking he is “Cesario” 
(Viola). 

Twelfth Night 

8. Viola and Sebastian are reunited 
and the twin confusion is resolved. 

 
Twelfth Night 

  



1. Valentine is about to leave for Milan. 
He says goodbye to his friend Proteus. 

2. Proteus is going to Milan too. He and 
his sweetheart, Julia, exchange rings and 
promise to be faithful. 

3. Proteus arrives in Milan and falls in 
love with Silvia. Proteus’s friend Valentine 
is also in love with Silvia. 

4. After Proteus betrays their plans to 
elope together, Valentine is banished 
from the court and Silvia is locked up by 
her father. 

5. Julia has come to Milan disguised as a 
boy named Sebastian. She is sad to see 
Proteus singing love songs under Silvia’s 
window. 

6. Proteus hires Sebastian (who is really 
Julia) as his servant and gives him a ring 
to take to Silvia. Silvia recognizes it as the 
same ring Julia gave to Proteus. 

7. Silvia runs away to join Valentine and 
is captured by a band of outlaws. 

8. Proteus rescues Silvia from the 
outlaws, then threatens to rape her. 

9. Valentine rescues Silvia from Proteus. 
10. Valentine and Proteus make up. 
Proteus and Julia make up. The couples 
go back to Milan to get married. 



1. Leontes watches his wife, Hermione, 
talking with his friend, Polixenes, and 
decides they are having an affair. Leontes 
is enraged. 

2. Polixenes flees home to Bohemia. 
Leontes puts Hermione in prison. 

3. When Hermione gives birth to a baby 
girl in prison, Leontes thinks Polixenes is 
the baby’s father. He orders Antigonus to 
take the baby far away and abandon her. 

4. Paulina tells Leontes that Hermione is 
dead. Leontes is full of remorse. 

5. In Bohemia, an Old Shepherd and his 
son, the Young Shepherd, find the baby, 
Perdita, where she has been abandoned. 
They adopt her. 

6. Sixteen years later, Polixenes is angry 
when he discovers his son, Florizel, is 
having an affair with a shepherdess, 
Perdita. No one knows she is really a 
princess. 

7. Florizel and Perdita flee to Leontes’s 
kingdom, Sicilia. Polixenes follows them. 

8. The Old Shepherd produces the 
treasures and documents he found with 
Perdita that prove she is the princess of 
Sicilia. 

9. Paulina unveils a statue of Hermione to 
Leontes and Perdita. 

10. The statue is Hermione herself. 
Leontes, Hermione and Perdita have a 
happy reunion. 


